
Nov 2
PSAT for 11th Grade

Nov. 7-11
School Picture Week

Nov. 8 
Election Day

All Programs Closed

Nov. 10
Primary Risers Field Trip to 

Greenville Zoo

Nov. 18
Primary Thanksgiving Meal

Nov. 19
MSA Work Day 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Nov. 14-18
Infant/Toddler & Primary

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Nov. 22
Thanksgiving Blessing

Nov. 23-25
Thanksgiving Holiday
All Programs Closed

Dec. 5
Early Dismissal 11:30 for 

Primary-High School 
Holiday Program

at Boulevard Baptist Church 
at 6:30 PM

Dec. 16
Early Dismissal 10:00

Dec. 19-23
Holiday Break 

Extended Day available

Dec. 26-Jan 3
Holiday Break 

All programs Closed

Montessori Matters
Week of October 31, 2016  www.msasc.org   (864) 226-5344

From the Head of SchoolDates to 
Remember : I recently attended the South Carolina Montessori Alliance (SCMA) 

Fall Conference that comprised both public and private Montessori 
school representatives statewide. Of the many enlightening 
comments that I gleaned from the conference, one stands out. It 
was posited that one reason the Montessori method works so well 
for children is the sheer number of external, curriculum-based 
experiences to which they are exposed and that are a vital part of 
their Montessori education. 

In my AMI Montessori training for Adolescent Pedagogy, I was introduced to a term –
“Pedagogy of Place” – that explains these additional experiences. While the concept wasn’t 
originally rooted in Dr. Montessori’s theories, it is, nonetheless, a part of the Progressive 
educational movement that John Dewey promoted. In an early essay, “Americanism and 
Localism,” Dewey makes an eloquent argument for an orientation to education that starts at 
home and is immersed in local and regional places. Dewey’s ideas found their way into my 
adolescent Montessori training, because they make sense in the context of a constructivist, 
Montessori approach to educating children. Pedagogy of Place emphasizes the role of place 
in education as something to develop connections between students and their surrounding 
environments. Field trips, interactions with community members, and strong connections 
between curriculum and the surrounding world help ground learners in communities and in a 
relationship with the land.  

Chronicled in this week’s edition of Montessori Matters are various student field experiences. 
One need only take a quick peek at our school-wide master calendar to capture the breadth 
and frequency of Pedagogy of Place in action here at MSA. Our Primary students have been 
to various farm communities, including May-Lan Farms, the Peace Center, the Botanical 
Gardens, the Bob Campbell Geology Museum, to name just a few. Just last week, our Lower 
Elementary program supplemented their classroom learning with a visit to Clemson 
University’s livestock lab. Upper Elementary students regularly engage in off-campus 
Community Service trips, and they have been to Asbury Hills Camp. Middle School students 
just returned from Outward Bound. And our High School students have already been to 
museums in Atlanta and Greenville, supplementing their classroom experiences. This is just a 
partial list of the immersive, place-based experiences in which we engage our students. 

MSA’s commitment to Pedagogy of Place is a vital part of our educational services to 
students. They support an already-rigorous classroom curriculum by affording students with 
additional opportunities to make connections between the various academic disciplines. And 
they provide inspiration for students to develop (and seek answers to) their own intellectual 
questions, deepening their experience with inquiry-driven education. 

We are especially appreciative of all our MSA parents that volunteer so much of their time to 
our place-based field experiences. Just know that these experiences make a powerful and 
positive difference in the quality of your children’s education. Thank you for making it 
possible. 



Writing Business Letters in 
Upper Elementary

Mrs. Coffey sits with 
Mitchell and Ashka to 
present the lesson on 
business letters.

Ashka is now labeling the 
different parts of the business 
letter before she transitions into 
writing her own.

Mitchell and 
Ashka are now 
piecing together 
the parts of the 
business letter 
and putting them 
in order.

High School Outward Bound Trip

Over Fall Break 8 students from 
MSA's high school went to Table 
Rock, NC to participate in a 5-day 
backpacking course through some 
of North Carolina's most dense and 
beautiful forest. A truly challenging 
and awesome experience for us all!

Lower Elementary field 
trip to Clemson 
University Swine and 
Horse research barns



Community 
Service

Sixth graders assembled boxes for drivers who 
deliver meals to participants of Meals on Wheels. 

What a great way for our students to help!

Middle School

SCHOOL PICTURE WEEK SCHEDULE- WEEK OF NOVEMBER 7-11
Monday

November 7

Tuesday

November 8

Wednesday

November 9

Thursday

November 10

Friday

November 11

8:30-9:30 Infant 1

Toddler 2

Toddler 3

NO SCHOOL Infant 2

Toddler 1

LE Middle School

9:30-10:30 High School NO SCHOOL Primary 2

Primary 1

Primary 3

UEL Siblings and Make-Up 

As the culminating activity for our study of Edith Hamilton's Mythology, 
middle school students created pumpkins representing their favorite 
mythological characters. After presenting the pumpkins to the class, 
students created a pumpkin patch in the Peace Garden for all to see.

Robert serves 
applesauce on 
the food line at 

Meals on 
Wheels. 

Students were 
very excited 

that they 
served and 
sealed 171 

meals! They 
love helping!



Nurse’s Notes




