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Dates to
Remember :
March 20-31
MAP Testing
2nd-9th grade
March 25
35th Annual Spring Benefit
7:00 PM – 11:00 PM
Anderson Arts Center
Tickets still available

April 1
Super Service Saturday
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
April 3
Student Holiday for
Infant/Toddler & Primary
Only; Parent Conferences;
Extended Day Available
April 7
Early Dismissal
11:30 Primary-LEL
12:00 UEL, MS, HS
April 10-14
Spring Break
Extended Day available
(except on April 14)
April 17
Easter Monday
Student Holiday
All Programs Closed

From the Head of School
Inquiry-Based Learning and Montessori = A Great Combination for Kids!
True Inquiry-based learning is an educational concept that has been
misunderstood for quite some time now. Think back on your own K-12
educational experience where you had to paint a Shakespeare quote on
a t-shirt, or construct a diorama from a shoebox, or any number of similar kinds of activities –
the operative noun being, “activities,” which is not to be confused with “projects.”
When implemented authentically, Project-Based Learning (PBL), can offer students the
opportunities of solving real problems and communicating them to authentic audiences.
According to the Platinum standard in PBL, the Buck Institute, a Project-Based classroom
experience offers students some very real benefits. And PBL ties-in beautifully to Montessori
education.
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PBL nurtures student passions and talents.
PBL empowers student voice and honors student choice.
PBL increases motivation and engagement.
PBL fosters creativity and a love for learning.
PBL teaches grit, perseverance, growth mindset, and self-regulation.
PBL fortifies the importance of asking great questions.
PBL deepens understanding beyond memorizing just content and facts.
PBL makes research meaningful and develops strong research skills.
PBL enables students to take ownership of their own learning and to reach their own
goals.
10. PBL solves the problems of tomorrow in the classrooms of today.
This year, it’s been my pleasure to help guide our MSA seniors in their required capstone
inquiry project. We spent a great deal of time at the beginning of the year just talking about
each student’s ideas in the effort to help each other narrow the focus to a topic that would
capture their interest over the course of the entire year. I am fortunate, because at this point,
a Montessori student has the discipline and determination to complete a year-long, inquiry
based project to a beautiful and successful conclusion. But they can do so because they have
been trained throughout their Montessori experience in the successful pursuit of their own
ideas and interests, beginning formally with their 8th Grade Projects and Presentations, and
informally, throughout the entire Montessori curriculum.
I’ve written about this before, but it always bears repeating. Education that demands only a
cursory regurgitation of known fact short-changes students in a big way. Whether in a public
or private school setting, students deserve the opportunity for their academic studies to take
flight on real issues and problems. They are hard-wired for the challenge. Little wonder, then,
that so many students in our culture today find school irrelevant. Sitting in a row of desks for
7 + hours per day and completing worksheets and book questions in no way engages the
heart and mind of the child. The end result of our approach, by contrast, is a child that can
successfully use knowledge to solve challenges in a collaborative and supportive environment.
Yours in Montessori Education,
Vance

Mrs. Knisley
strikes a
superhero pose
as she visits
classrooms
across campus
to promote
Super Service
Saturday.
Upper
Elementary
goes Caving!
Last
Thursday, the
Upper El
students and
the rising 4th
graders
traveled to
Marion, NC
to visit
Linville
Caverns
culminating
their cave
study.

Spring Cleaning?
Please save gently used shoes for our
Shoe Drive. We have partnered with an
organization that ships shoes to
developing countries to promote
microeconomics. When we provide shoes to start small businesses, parents are able to
provide for their children. MSA benefits by helping families internationally and
receiving fundraising dollars based on the amount of shoes we collect. Bring on the
shoes and drop them by the front office!

