
March 6
College Information Night 

6:00 PM

March 14
HS Field Trip to Furman

March 20-31 
MAP Testing 
4th -9th grade 

March 25
35th Annual Spring Benefit

7:00 PM – 11:00 PM
Anderson Arts Center
Tickets still available

April 1
Super Service Saturday

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

April 3
Student Holiday for 

Infant/Toddler & Primary 
Only; Parent Conferences; 

Extended Day Available

April 7
Early Dismissal 

11:30 Primary-LEL
12:00 UEL, MS, HS

April 10-14
Spring Break

Extended Day available 
(except on April 14)

April 17
Easter Monday 
Student Holiday 

All Programs Closed 

Montessori Matters
Week of March 6, 2017  www.msasc.org   (864) 226-5344

From the Head of SchoolDates to 
Remember : Dear MSA Family: 

In 1948, Dr. Montessori wrote From Childhood to Adolescence in which 
she asserted that “Schools as they are today, are adapted neither to the 
needs of adolescence nor to the times in which we live...While material 
progress has been extremely rapid and social life has been completely 
transformed, the schools have remained in a kind of arrested development, organized in a 
way that cannot have been well suited even to the needs of the past. The reform of the 
secondary school may not solve all the problems of our times, but it is certainly a necessary 
step, and a practical, though limited, contribution to an urgently needed reconstruction of 
society.” 

What I find so intriguing about Dr. Montessori’s writings, is that most of them can be cut and 
pasted into a 2017 publication on Childhood and Adolescent Psychology. From Childhood to 
Adolescence was Montessori’s precis outlining her vision for adolescent education. And while 
she did not live long enough to see this vision seeded in an actual school, she did give 
Montessorians the world over much to think about. 

Montessori asserted, rightfully so, that adolescence is a time of enormous transition for the 
child – who has to live in a family unit – to learning how to live in a world that “is partly in a 
state of disintegration and partly in a state of reconstruction.” With adolescent education, 
Montessori argued that intellectualism without practicality is useless and crippling: “Men 
with hands and no head, and men with head and no hands are equally out of place in the 
modern community.” 

In this week’s edition of Montessori Matters, you will find photographs of our middle school 
students engaged in academics and practical life in which they must learn from each other in 
order to complete these projects. Any credible Montessori adolescent program must provide 
opportunities for students to engage in their academics through projects that require them 
to move, collaborate, and think forward through multiple scenarios. Montessori’s “sensitive” 
period for adolescents involved a sense of justice and personal dignity through the 
strengthening of self confidence. “Educating the adolescent,” she stated, “should therefore 
include two forms of work, manual and intellectual, and thus make it understood by practical 
experience that these two kinds complete each other and are equally essential to a civilized 
existence.” 

Montessori education at MSA’s Middle and High school strives to be as developmentally 
driven in our approach to learning as we do in the Infant, Primary, and Elementary years. 
Opportunities for students to learn by serving others, experience academic concepts outside 
through nature and horticulture, and seminar-based thinking in which their opinions and 
ideas are valued and respected mark an approach that allows the adolescent learner almost 
an incubation for working through their ideas. 

Yours in Montessori Education,
Vance



Middle School studies the French Revolution

This year our school’s annual Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart Event has raised almost $500 for the American Heart 
Association. Students from primary risers through high school participated in the event during their PE class the past few 

weeks. February was heart health month so in addition to practicing their jump rope skills they learned different facts 
about their heart. Students also learned how to check their pulse and practiced checking it while resting and    

after doing various activities.

Jump Rope for Heart

Julianne and Elli using primary source 
material on the execution of Louis XVI to 

create an original script.

Students, in their own handmade costumes, 
portraying the peasant women who marched on 

Versailles in October of 1789.

Students testing out a guillotine set that they created from 
recycled materials.

Students rehearsing a scene from their play 
(peasant women farming and being taxed by the 

gendarmes).



Fifth graders recently spent several weeks on a “Grace and 
Courtesy“ project for the Primary classes. During 

Community Service visits to Primary, they observed that 
their young friends did not always use nice manners with 

each other. Our fifth graders decided that they could model 
grace and courtesy for primary students! In groups of 

three, they got creative and wrote skits to show how to 
handle certain situations. They practiced the skits, learned 

how to ask for feedback, and presented their skits to all 
three primary classes with positive results! What a great 

project!

Joseph, Sidda, and 
Rachel model how to use 
your words to agree on a 
game to play at recess!

Primary students at work
London's dad, Dr. Nietzer, 
visited for a Dental Health 

program

Sullivan...
decimal layout

Riser, Lucas, is writing his 
first story with 
punctuation.

Thomas, Faith, and Ben 
show how to ask for a turn 

on the swings!

Caroline, Maddox, and Noah 
demonstrate how primary students and 

5th graders should interact in the 
classroom!



Spring Cleaning? 
Please save gently used shoes for our 
Shoe Drive. We have partnered with an 

organization that ships shoes to 
developing countries to promote 

microeconomics. When we provide shoes to start small businesses, parents are able to 
provide for their children. MSA benefits by helping families internationally and 

receiving fundraising dollars based on the amount of shoes we collect. Bring on the 
shoes and drop them by the front office!






