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Dates to
Remember :
Nov. 14-18
Infant/Toddler & Primary
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 18
Primary Thanksgiving Meal
Nov. 19
MSA Work Day
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Nov. 22
Thanksgiving Blessing
Nov. 23-25
Thanksgiving Holiday
All Programs Closed
Dec. 5
Early Dismissal 11:30
for all grade levels

From the Founder
Time for Community Blessing at Montessori.
Each year the community of Riser-HS
(parents and faculty included) comes
together around the flagpole to offer gratitude for
our own blessings and to offer the same to
our friends – be they young or old. The
fifteen-minute ritual sets the tone for your
own family Thanksgiving time. Pennies are
collected to be put into the “Pennies for People” jar signifying that even loose change,
a penny here and there, builds up to something significant when contributed
collectively. That collection will go to some needy family right here in Anderson. The
second element has to do with feeding those in need: canned goods and staple
products are arranged on our “Harvest Table” to be taken to the Soup Kitchen and
dispersed from there.
The third element of this ritual promotes a “feeding of the soul”–feeding the spirit of
fellow friends, faculty, and family. In two circles, we offer a blessing that is sung to
each new face on our journey together around the flagpole. It is done with dignity and
thoughtfulness. Listen to the heartfelt meaning of this ritual by one of our graduates as
she looks forward to participating in the blessing:

Dec. 5
Holiday Program
at Boulevard Baptist Church
at 6:30 PM

“The tradition of the Thanksgiving blessing has
always been special to me. Very rarely can an
entire community claim they have wished every
single member a year of blessings and peace;
Montessori has the ability to do just that. It gives
everyone, from student to teacher to alumni to
family member, the opportunity to open their
hearts and souls in an honest, simple way. Looking
back on all those years around the Peace Pole, it is
truly one of the most beautiful experiences I’ve
ever had the honor to be a part of.”
-Erica Britenburg

Dec. 16
Early Dismissal 10:00
Dec. 19-23
Holiday Break
Extended Day available
Dec. 26-Jan 3
Holiday Break
All programs Closed

Save the Date
for this year’s
annual Spring
Benefit!
March 25, 2017

We welcome and encourage you as
one of our community members to
join us. You will quickly understand
the simple “take a step to the right”
and the hand movements associated
with the words. I guarantee that
you will “feel” the essence of this
blessing as you witness the beauty
of the faces before you.
See you Tuesday, November 22nd
at 11 AM.

Lower Elementary

Dr. Maria Montessori once said, “The first
essential for a child’s development is
concentration.” Our Lower Elementary students
work diligently each day on individualized work
plans designed to help them learn to better
concentrate, plan, and to instill time
management skills.

MSA will be participating in the YMCA Reindeer Run Elementary School Competition for a chance to
win $500 or possibly even $1,000. A few years ago we were the champions for FIVE years in a row with
the highest % participation (staff and K5-5th grade students). We would like to get back on top this year
and start another streak. Please return the registration form and entry fee (made out to Anderson
Area YMCA) to the school office by Thursday, November 17th. If they are not turned in at MSA we will
not be able to get credit for those runners.
Thanks! Jenna Patch

Community Service Corner
The MSA High School Drama class performed in Charleston this
past weekend at the SC Theatre Association Competition. They
won 2nd Place in the Regional Competition and now will advance
to the National Competition in Lexington, KY in March of 2017.
They also took home awards for individual acting excellence:
William Joseph & Morgan Merriman,
Best Lighting, and Mary Nickles won Best Director!

The "box brigade"
assembles boxes
at Meals on
Wheels! They
work together
very well!

Fifth grader Ben enjoys
spending time with a new
primary friend on the
playground during
Community Service.

Here is the boat that Mrs. Hall and her
husband, Norman, donated. Norman built
this for our primary playground.
The S.S. Maria is a hit!!! The steering wheel
and flag will be put on soon.

Primary Riser
Field Trip
to Greenville Zoo
for an educational
program,
Animal Homes

Ten Thousand Villages Holiday Gift Fair
Ten Thousand Villages Holiday Gift Fair - December 6 & 7 from 10-4 in the
MSA Administration Building. Unique gifts under $12!

Sponsored by Ten Thousand Villages, the fair will feature gifts and artifacts from artists in third-world
countries. Priced at $12 and under, come shop for "one of a kind" holiday gifts for your friends and family.
And a portion of the sales will be sent back to the artists in support of their continued work. Shop for unique
gifts at a great price here at MSA!

Gathering Blessings
Holiday Service Opportunities
November is here and Thanksgiving is just around the corner. At this time of year,
it is our custom to remember those in need and to gather “blessings” for them in our classrooms.
Following traditions of the past many years, we are offering several opportunities to help others
during this holiday season.
First, we are collecting Pennies for People. To participate, your child may bring some change
(pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters) or dollars to school to add to the Pennies for People jar in each
classroom. Instead of taking money from mom or dad, we encourage students to “earn” these
donations by doing extra chores or by giving from their own piggy banks. This money will be used to
help needy families in the Anderson area.
Next, each classroom will be collecting canned and nonperishable food items for two agencies in
town that feed the hungry. Items most needed to replenish the shelves of the Emergency Soup
Kitchen include rice, pasta, pasta sauce, dried beans, vegetables and soups. The super-sized cans and
packages of food are most helpful to this agency, which serves 60 – 80 hot meals each weekday. In
addition, we are collecting nonperishable “shelf-ready” items (such as fruit cups, granola bars, soups
with pop tops, raisins) for emergency meals for the participants of Meals on Wheels.
Finally, we are gathering toiletries and personal care items for Clean Start, an Anderson agency that
offers homeless people a place to clean up, shower and wash clothes. Toiletry items needed include
soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, shaving cream, detergent and bleach. Those
individual-sized soaps and shampoos that you may have collected while traveling or on vacation are
perfect for this project.
Brown paper bags have been sent home with each student to remind you of the blessings we are
collecting. Please bring all donations to school by Tuesday, Nov. 22. That morning we will have our
communal Thanksgiving gathering. As we exchange blessings with each other, we will gather
blessings to send forth to the Anderson community. We hope that these opportunities to help others
will make the holidays more meaningful for you and your family.

Louise Knisley
Community Service Coordinator

