
From the Head of School

April 7
Early Dismissal 

11:30 Primary-LEL
12:00 UEL, MS, HS

Extended Day 
available

Middle School 
Horticulture 

Program
Plant Sale 

11:15-12:15 at the 
Flagpole

April 10-14
Spring Break

Extended Day 
available (except 

on April 14)

April 17
Easter Monday 
Student Holiday 
Extended Day 

available

Montessori Matters
Week of April 3, 2017  www.msasc.org   (864) 226-5344

Dates to 
Remember : The Desire to Learn is Natural!

We enter kindergarten willing and ready to learn, but many people end up 
not liking school. So what happens to kill that natural human tendency? 

Joan Fretz, Director of the International Alliance for Invitational Education, 
thinks that students and teachers alike become less interested in school 
because of policies that work against intrinsic motivation. Fretz posits that 50 years of research in 
self-determination theory demonstrates that “control-oriented approaches to school deplete three 
things that students need in order to be intrinsically motivated: autonomy (choice), a sense of self-
competence, and relatedness to (the topic, class, teacher).” Further, she thinks that we are unaware 
of how our mindsets and messages shape what a student believes to be true about him or herself: “I 
believe that when educators begin to focus on being intentionally respectful, optimistic, trusting, and 
caring in their words and actions with each other and students, then these behaviors begin to 
develop a largely positive self-concept, which, in turn, influences student motivation and choice.” 

This past Thursday evening, our Primary faculty and students hosted their Asian Culture festival. I saw 
bright-eyed students who could not wait to show and discuss their work with anyone who wanted to 
listen. I saw myriad displays of incredible student work that I know awakened their curiosity about 
another culture, and this work advanced the students’ hand to eye coordination and their beginning 
senses of aesthetics. I am convinced that our Primary students know a lot more about Asia than their 
Head of School! 

A common misconception about early Montessori learning is that the method is an “incubator” for 
public school. While there are many public school elementary programs that are doing good things, 
there are just as many that are not. As early as first grade, students encounter seemingly endless 
reams of worksheets, standardized tests, and teacher-directed lessons while sitting in row after row 
after row of desks – hour after hour – day after day – year after year. What often emerges are 
students who see learning as a necessary means to an end and not something that is loved and seen 
as part of living a good life. The aforementioned procedures and policies work against the 
development of intrinsic motivation to learn. And then we scratch our collective heads in amazement 
when students lose interest in learning as their K-12 and college careers advance. My question in all 
of this is simple, “Where is evidence of student choice?” – which is a natural human tendency from 
infancy throughout the life span. You kill student choice, and you kill intrinsic motivation – very risky 
when you consider that intrinsic motivation is more of a predictor of life success than academic 
achievement. 

In this edition of Montessori Matters, we celebrate our Primary Department and its commitment to 
stoke the fires of learning for our young students, which is evidenced again and again every day in 
their work. Primary Montessori education is not “day care” or a “holding place” for a traditional 
educational environment. Early Montessori learning sets the child on her or his journey to Joyful 
Scholarship not only in the years to follow, but also for the rest of their lives. One thing that we know 
for certain is that learning happens in cycles and not in a linear fashion. We learn by revisiting 
concepts many times at increasingly higher levels of complexity. It is my most fervent belief that 
Montessori’s child-centered pedagogy prepares even the youngest of our students here at MSA for a 
lifetime of knowledge-seeking. 

Yours in Montessori Education, 
Vance



Primary’s 
Asian 

Cultural 
Festival

Nurse's Notes: 
Spring time in the South and pollen management and allergy survival 101:
• Trees usually begin pollinating in mid-March and end in late May, but may be pollinating sooner because of global warming. Grass 

and spring weed pollens start to appear in early May and continue through early summer.
• Eliminating or decreasing allergens is the best way to avoid symptoms.
• Here are some simple tips that can help you avoid symptoms while still enjoying the great outdoors:
• Keep windows in your home and car closed as much as possible to prevent pollen from drifting in.
• The best times to be outdoors are when pollen levels are lowest. Peak pollination occurs for a few hours after sunrise and during the 

hours after sunset.
• Enjoy the outdoors on rainy, cloudy and windless days. Pollen is minimized when these weather conditions exist.
• If gardening, avoid touching your face and especially eyes.
• Shower after spending time outdoors. Pollen tends to collect in your hair and skin and ends up on your pillow which may worsen 

symptoms long after your exposure.
• Use air conditioning to filter pollen from the air in your home.
• Avoid activities that cause pollen to reenter the air such as lawn mowing or leaf blowing or use a facial mask and goggles if unable to 

avoid this contact during these activities.
• Wear a hat with a wide brim and sunglasses to reduce the amount of pollen that blows into your eyes.
• Apply and rinse your eyes with saline eye drops after being outdoors to wash away pollen.
• Saline sinus rinses can bring much relief to those with chronic sinus or rhinitis problems by removing pollen from the nasal and sinus 

passages. Saline sinus rinse products can be purchased at any local pharmacy. Use products as directed.
• Frequently, we instruct you to begin a preventive medication regimen in early March if you have a known pollen allergy. Symptoms

can often be more easily controlled if medications are started prior to the pollen season. Consult your primary care clinician to 
determine which(if any) medications are right for your child.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Susanna Merriman, RN



Students in Lower         
Elementary    

participated in an 
activity which was 
used to introduce 

the concept of  
classification of 

species on 
earth. They began            
with piles of pieces 

from the classroom material, the Stamp Game. At first 
glance, separation was easy: by color (red, blue, green), or 

by material (wood or plastic). At first attempt, many felt 
they were "done" after the first obvious separation, only to 
realize the abundance of finer differences that were present 
within each group. This is where the true work began. The 
children classified one large group into up to four smaller 

groups (or more) determined by physical 
characteristics: variation in hue, texture, material, color of 
print on the piece, and more. To finalize the activity, the 
children gathered one item to represent each group and

designed a graphic to 
show the relationships 

between the pieces (which  
at one point were regarded 
as "all the same"). Children                  
carefully drew their final  
copies on large paper and           
glued each specimen into    
its place.

Spring Cleaning? 
Please save gently used shoes for our 
Shoe Drive. We have partnered with an 

organization that ships shoes to 
developing countries to promote 

microeconomics. When we provide shoes to start small businesses, parents are able to 
provide for their children. MSA benefits by helping families internationally and 

receiving fundraising dollars based on the amount of shoes we collect. Bring on the 
shoes and drop them by the front office!

Taxonomy Exercise in Lower 
Elementary



Montessori Boy Scout Troop 97 Excitement!
Let’s CELEBRATE the achievement of Eagle Scout by Tyren Wright.  

Tyren is Troop 97’s 14th Eagle Scout. He completed his Eagle service 
project right here in the Montessori Amphitheatre - installing stairs 
and a handrail along the wooded side of the Amphitheatre. Tyren

was recognized at last weeks Anderson County Council Meeting. He received a 
special presentation award in the Historic Courthouse Council Chambers. Troop 97 attended and 

enjoyed a wonderful evening of fellowship at the Mellow Mushroom to celebrate.

Montessori Troop 97 has another EAGLE! Please join us in congratulating 
Jackson Potter on successfully passing his Eagle Board of Review. Jackson is 

officially an Eagle! Great job Jackson! We are proud of you and your 
impressive accomplishment. Jackson is Troop 97's 15th Eagle.

Congratulations Jackson! 

The Table Rock Hike was fantastic! The 
Scouts are preparing for the upcoming 

Philmont Adventure Camp this Summer. 
Other activities this summer include:

Scout gatherings – Tuesday evenings 6:30 
– 8:00pm @ Montessori

Camp Old Indian
Merit Badge University

Scout Jamboree

Scouting promises adventure, skills development, 
community service and lots of time outdoors Scouting 

prepares us for life!

Check out our webpage https://anderson97.mytroop.us
For more information or to join us on our adventures 

please contact :
Mr. Dion Jones @ 864-356-2336 or

Mr. Matt Otto Sunderman @ 864-617-2264 or Ellen 
McKneally de Rodriguez @ 919-270-0621

https://anderson97.mytroop.us/
tel:(864) 356-2336
tel:(864) 617-2264
tel:(919) 270-0621

