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It has been said that “The Proof is in the Pudding”…so which 
flavor would you like today? 

Just this week, the ACT released its College Readiness Report 
showing that Montessori School of Anderson students 
performed significantly higher than both state and national 
averages in English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science for the 
fifth consecutive year. As many of you know, the ACT is a 
curriculum-based test designed to measure the skills needed for 
success in first-year college coursework. According to ACT 
research, it is the rigor of the coursework, and not just the 
number of core courses taken, that has the greatest impact on 
test performance and college readiness. In fact, the results 
showed that more than 83 percent of our students were 
predicted to make a grade of “B” or better in college-level 
composition, Algebra, and Biology as compared to state averages 
of 44 percent, 25 percent, and 21 percent, in those respective 
courses. 

This great news is the result of the combined efforts of our school-wide faculty. With its emphasis on 
multi-age grouping and peer learning, the student-centered Montessori method emphasizes critical 
thinking and writing, collaborative and creative problem-solving, and inquiry-driven projects. In short, 
it works – so well, in fact, that our school’s graduates have gained admittance to some of our nation’s 
most competitive colleges and universities, including New York University, the University of California 
at Berkeley, Davidson College, North Carolina School of the Arts, Samford University, Furman 
University, Virginia Tech, Cornell University, and, of course, our state’s beloved Clemson University 
and the University of South Carolina, just to name a few. 

I want to encourage you all to trust the Montessori process. The students matriculating into our high 
school program from our Lower School have been very well prepared to do the kinds of rigorous 
work required of them that garners these kinds of impressive results. While it is tempting sometimes 
to compare the Montessori method to the more traditional models of education with which we are 
all familiar, I ask that you step back, ask good questions, educate yourselves further about the 
Montessori method, and partner with us in powerful ways that will benefit not only your student, but 
all of our students here at MSA.  

As always, my door is open for comments, questions, concerns, and ideas. 
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Montessori’s birthday celebrations:  Primary and Lower El.
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Pure Happiness in the Toddler Classrooms  



NURSE”S NOTES

Healthy kids are more likely to become healthy 
adults. Be a role model and help your kids make 
safe and healthy choices every day.

 Buckle up every age, every seat, every trip.
 Put on a helmet during outdoor activities, 

including riding bikes and skating.
 Promote a healthy diet.
 Proper amounts of sleep helps academic 

success.
 Put on sunscreen and avoid indoor tanning.
 Brush and floss teeth with fluoride to help 

prevent tooth decay.
 Wash hands with clear running water and 

apply soap. Rub hands for at least 20 
seconds, then rinse.

 Get a flu vaccine. Everyone needs a flu 
vaccine – every flu season.

 Be active with your kids. Children and 
adolescents need a total of 60 minutes of 
physical activity every day.

 Be smoke-free, and protect your children 
from second hand smoke.

 Be a healthy role model. Show your child 
what it means to be healthy.

with healthy regards,

Susanna Merriman, RN

Dates to Remember:

Sept. 5   Labor Day 
Holiday – all 
programs closed

Sept. 21   Middle 
School trip to Sky 
Top Orchard

Sept. 27   Toddler 
One Covered Dish

Sept. 28   College 
Fair for 11th graders

Sept. 30   Primary 
Planet Pajama Party

Oct. 6-9   Upper 
School Production 
of “Once on this 
Island” in 
amphitheater

Oct. 17-21   Fall 
Break



Imagine … you’re the child walking this path to our Art 
Studio each week.
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Primary Class Happiness


