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Dates to
Remember :
Oct. 6-9
Upper School
Production of
“Once on this Island” in
amphitheater
Oct. 10-14
Parent/Teacher
Conference
*Nov. 14-18*
Primary Parent/Teacher
Conferences
Oct. 17-21
Fall Break
Oct. 29
MSA Fall Festival
from 10:30 - 3:00 PM
at the
Dbouk Farm,
347 Bowlan Road.
Music - Food - Crafts Duck Derby - Games!
Sponsored by the MSA
Parent Panel.
Nov. 2
PSAT for 11th Grade
Nov. 8
Election Day
All Programs Closed
Dec. 5
Holiday Program
at Boulevard Baptist
Church at 6:30 PM

From the Head of School

Montessori education is gaining attention in South Carolina. Next year,
the Riley Institute at Furman University will wrap up a five-year
comprehensive research study of public school Montessori education in
South Carolina. This much-anticipated study will address myriad research
questions about the efficacy of a Montessori education – chief among
them will be to what extent do public school Montessori students differ
from non-Montessori students on student outcome variables in both the
cognitive (test scores, chiefly) and affective (work habits, social skills,
executive function) domains.
Obviously, while we are not a public Montessori school program, we, nonetheless, have almost 50
years of working with students that can be compared (albeit, informally) to the final outcomes from
this study. I’m going to make an educated prediction that among schools where the Montessori
method is executed with fidelity, there will be marked, positive differences in both cognitive and
affective domain performance from Montessori students when compared to their public school
counterparts. I do have my reasons.
While re-examining MSA’s Educational Blueprint of our Montessori Program, I came across a very
salient idea from our framework: 4.2.2.6.: “Our ultimate goal is to inspire students who have not only
gained knowledge, but have learned how to learn, and also have an innate love of learning, a wide
range of interests, and an openness to new ideas and possibilities” …and 4.2.2.11.1. “Our educational
approach is centered on the stages of human development.” If I could distill the Montessori
philosophy into one key difference between it and traditional learning, it would be in the attention to
childhood and adolescent developmental milestones that are foundational to our work with children.
Having been trained in both traditional and Montessori educational models, I can say with confidence
that while Human Growth and Development courses are required for pre-service teachers, there is
very little evidence that those empirically-based principles wind up in the traditional curriculum.
Quite the opposite is true in the Montessori curriculum that trains teachers to watch (and wait –
which is sometimes the hard part) for when children present evidence that they are ready to move
from the concrete to abstraction. Middle school-aged kids need opportunities to move their rapidlygrowing bodies, so we teach science concepts through soil, water, and agricultural projects. High
schoolers present sensitivities in which they need their voices and opinions to be heard and respected
by trusted adult guides. Hence, courses with a fluid discussion component that checks and challenges
their perspectives with subject-area specialists help to meet those fundamental needs. The list goes
on.
I am both optimistic and confident in the outcomes from this study. Until then, continue to educate
yourselves on Dr. Montessori’s fascinating life and work that are foundational to our work with your
children.
Wishing you all a perfectly Montessori week ahead.
Vance

Summer Camp
I am excited about our summer program and am working on getting things organized. I have polled
the students to see what they would like to see offered this summer and would love to have some
input from parents. What would you like to see offered this summer? What suggestions do you have
to make our summer program the best yet? And would you or do you know someone who would be
willing to share some time and talent with us this summer? I would love to have you input!
My e-mail is lwatson@msasc.org. Looking forward to hearing from you!

Community Service
Carter and Peyton
are contributing to
our community by
keeping our
outdoor area clean
and free of debris.
Our 5th graders
posing on the
primary
playground after
community service.

Infant 2
Practicing pouring at
the sensory table

Upper Elementary
UEL students
working with
fraction
manipulatives
to find
equivalent
fractions in
Mrs.
Henderson's
lesson.
A group of 5th graders
are recording the
important elements to
creative writing in Mrs.
Coffey’s lesson.

Sensory play includes any
activity that stimulates your
young child's senses: touch,
smell, taste, sight and hearing.
Sensory activities and sensory
tables facilitate exploration and
naturally encourage children to
use scientific processes while
they play, create, investigate
and explore.

Middle School students leading their orchestra practice time

Our middle schoolers
at the start of their
West market
community service
project.

